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The temperature and humidity, which are very
important conditions in the process of the growth
of the worms, were left unregulated. According to
custom, after the third exuviae, fire was put out
regardless of the actual fluctuation of the climate.
In the village there were not enough mulberry trees.
The people had to buy mulberry leaves from neigh-
bouring villages. Owing to the difficulties of trans-
port they usually fed the worm with leaves already
withered. The quantity and frequency of feeding
were irregular. Even those worms unaffected by
disease were unhealthy and not able to produce good
cocoons. (Col. C. III. A. 2.)

The fundamental principle in silk reeling is to
draw the silk fibre from the cocoon and to combine
several fibres into one thread that can be used in
weaving. The old type machine used for reeling
consisted of three parts, namely, a furnace to boil
water, a wheel to collect the thread after the fibre
had been combined into one thread, and a rotating
axle connected to a plate for treading by foot.
Warmed water was used for dissolving the sticky
matter of the cocoon. But the temperature was
not constant. Thus the degree of dissolution was
uneven. This affected not only the lustre of the
silk thread but the frequency with which the fibre
broke*

Several cocoons are drawn at the same time by the
movement of the wheel. The fineness of the thread
depends on the number of fibres combined. The
fibres from different layers of the cocoon are not of
the same fineness* To maintain regular fineness of
the thread, it is essential to keep a constant number
of fibres and adjust the fibres from different layers